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ATHENAI Act Ready to Lead Crackdown on Confucius Institutes 

 

Washington, D.C. -- The Athenai Institute released its namesake legislation Monday morning, bringing the 
country one step closer to shuttering the 75 CCP-funded Confucius Institutes operating in 44 states. The 
Action to Halt the Expansion of Neo-Authoritarian Influence (ATHENAI) Act would withhold state 
taxpayer funds from universities which enter or renew contracts or other agreements with CCP funded or 
operated organizations such as the Ministry of Education Center for Language Education and Cooperation , 
the section of the Chinese Ministry of Education which oversees the CI program.  
 
Athenai crafted model legislation applicable to all states because the fight to protect academic freedom is too 
important to be left to the federal government alone. Confucius Institutes are the vanguard of the CCP’s 
concerted effort to establish outposts across the country. As of this August, there remain 75 Confucius 
Institutes in the United States, along with 500 Confucius Classrooms targeting K-12 students. Through the 
efforts of activists in dozens of organizations around the world, and as a result of a growing awareness of the 
role of Confucius Institutes in the CCP’s global effort to silence critics and dissidents, university 
administrators and federal policymakers have begun to recognize the danger that these institutions pose. 45 
Confucius Institutes have been closed since 2014, and earlier this month, the U.S. Department of State 
announced that it would designate the Confucius Institute U.S. Center as a foreign mission. These steps are 
good ones, but there is more progress to be made, and the ATHENAI Act is an opportunity for state 
legislators to join Congress in taking decisive steps to stand up to totalitarianism.  
 
Achieving academic freedom demands national effort. The damage caused by the CI program will persist 
until all programs are closed. We call on students, teachers, and activists across the country to 

support the introduction and passage of the ATHENAI Act in their state legislatures.  
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